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WELCOME TO THE REPOSITORY @ ST. CLOUD STATE
UNIVERSITY LIBRARY DEAN RHONDA HUISMAN
Libraries traditionally have been portals to the world, places where the best resources for disseminating
knowledge, stirring creativity and launching new ideas could be found. With the establishment
of The Repository @ St. Cloud State, our Library opened wide the digital doors for faculty, staff,
administrators and students to house and freely share their scholarly works. Their theses and
dissertations, articles and manuscripts, projects and papers, along with university administrative works,
have become accessible to researchers and scholars around the world, and the world has responded with
increasing interest and thousands of downloads. It is critical to have librarians who are responsible for
engaging with faculty and students in their research making sure we have a mechanism like a repository
to keep the scholarly record. This report tells the story of how The Repository @ St. Cloud State was
brought to life through the vision and commitment of administrators and library personnel on campus
and how it has grown to be a source of knowledge and learning, impact and prestige in every corner
of the world. We hope it will welcome and encourage those in our campus community to keep on
researching, exploring, discovering, writing and producing work that will influence and impact local,
regional and global development, issues and interests. We are a university of distinctive programs, outstanding faculty of teacher/scholars
and students preparing to be leaders in education, business, technology, health care and science. This digital repository is a vital partner in
our global impact and in showcasing the excellence on our campus and the potential for the future.

A TIMELY ASSET TO ACHIEVING VISION FOR THE FUTURE
PRESIDENT ROBBYN WACKER
Through our It’s Time initiative – a bold vision for the future of St. Cloud State University – we are
taking action to create and support greater opportunities for our faculty, staff and students to thrive
and succeed, including the establishment of applied research centers and institutes that will address the
needs of our region. A big part of our It’s Time focus is on building and encouraging a culture of pride
in our programs and our people, on growing and proactively marketing our university for what we are –
an institution of distinctive programs and dedicated teacher/scholars who shine in their academic work
and in their classrooms. The lifeblood of St. Cloud State University is the research, writing, teaching
and learning that our faculty and students develop and incorporate in their scholarly endeavors. It is
through this work that the real magic happens – when we take an individualized approach to student
success by actively involving learners in the exciting process of exploring, experimenting, discovering
and applying creativity and knowledge. The Repository @ St. Cloud State is a tangible, shareable
resource that offers easy access to scholarly works that showcase the results of these life-changing
projects in the dynamic, digital realm. This report is our first in the 10-year history of The Repository,
and we are proud to tell the story of how and why a dedicated group of leaders took action to join other prestigious institutions who have
taken advantage of the online revolution to make the fruits of their academic endeavors more accessible. This ongoing project provides a
valuable resource for highlighting the quality and depth of academic excellence our teacher/scholars and our students have produced in the
form of theses, dissertations, research papers and other scholarly projects. We owe a debt of gratitude to the vision and efforts of those who
have created and shepherded this project along and those who will carry it forward to achieve the tremendous potential The Repository @
St. Cloud State offers. The work of our St. Cloud State academic community is a precious asset, and we are proud to be sharing it in this
way with scholars and researchers throughout the world and helping us lead the way in preparing the educators, scientists and business and
community leaders of the future with a world-class education.
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REPOSITORY STRENGTHENS IMPACT OF FACULTY,
STUDENT SCHOLARLY WORKS
PROVOST DAN GREGORY
I have been a strong supporter of The Repository since 2010 when Keith Ewing presented his plan to
me. It was clear from the beginning that this vision was an essential element of growing the exposure of
the great research, scholarship and creative works of our faculty, staff and students. More specifically, my
support for The Repository is focused in three broad areas. First, our faculty are doing some amazing
research, scholarship, and creative works and oftentime publish or present their work across the globe.
However, prior to The Repository, there was no way for the institution to fully realize the global impact
they were having. We are now able to track the impact of this work as well as where the impact has
been most significant. Second, as an institution that remains fully committed to a Stewardship of
Place strategy, it is important that the public has access to the amazing work of our faculty and staff.
The Repository gives us this exposure and is searchable from across the globe. Finally, our faculty’s
commitment to involving and integrating our students into their research, scholarship and creative
works is second to none. The Repository allows us to develop our own publication series for students
as well as a way to share the work of our graduate students and their advisors. Using this approach, our students gain valuable experience in
their field while also getting international exposure. It has been wonderful watching the number of submissions continue to grow from zero
in 2011 to over 3,000 in 2021. The global impact of our faculty and students is nothing short of amazing with over 1.5 million downloads
since the beginning. It is clear the work our faculty, staff and students are doing is impactful and should be celebrated. Many thanks to
Keith Ewing for finding a solution that moved our institution forward greatly!
Faculty scholarship: The top download of faculty scholarship is The Identification of Amino Acids by Interpretation of Titration Curves:
An Undergraduate Experiment for Biochemistry by Chemistry faculty members Cassidy M. Dobson and Nathan S. Winter. It has been
downloaded 11,131 times since it was uploaded in January 2015. https://repository.stcloudstate.edu/chem_facpubs/7/

“I am humbled by the thought of so many people wanting to see my research study
on American Indians in Higher …ducation. If any part of my dissertation can help other
students further their own research to add to the overall body of knowledge regarding
indigenous people, then The Repository @ St. Cloud State is a wonderful service to our
campus and community.”
Jim Knutson-Kolodzne, retired SCSU American Indian Center director

https://repository.stcloudstate.edu/hied_etds/13/
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HOW THE REPOSITORY CAME TO BE
KEITH EWING – EMERITUS UNIVERSITY LIBRARY
FACULTY MEMBER
After helping launch the Web at St. Cloud State in 1994-5 with Literacy Education Online for
the Write Place, I began to look more deeply at the relationship between using the Web to retrieve
information and using it to disseminate information. An SCSU repository could collect this student
research and make it widely available online. This resource would have the potential to encourage
stronger faculty-student mentoring and scholarship. Faculty often conduct research and publish results
to share with others who may be interested in them, and too often they are behind an expensive paywall,
inaccessible to many who would benefit. This became a new opportunity that has subsequently grown
to include sharing of institutional research to benefit other universities for examples or comparisons, as
well as a valuable showcase for student, faculty, administrative and alumni scholarly works.

Examples of Materials in The Repository:
University Library:
University Library has many faculty librarian publications in The Repository. With 5,491 downloads, Ebooks and Reading Compehension:
Perspectives of Librarians and Educators is the top downloaded publication. It was written by faculty members Rachel Wexelbaum, Plamen
Miltenoff, and Community Psychology faculty member Susan Parault Dowds. https://repository.stcloudstate.edu/lrs_facpubs/2/
St. Cloud State Bulletin and Normalia:
These two university produced publications, both in University Archives, features scholarly articles by St. Cloud State faculty and students.
Normalia: https://repository.stcloudstate.edu/normalia/
Bulletin: https://repository.stcloudstate.edu/scsc_bulletin/
Other Examples of Materials in The Repository:
1.

The pioneer cemetery found in January 1999 during the construction of Miller Center has a final report about the dig from now
former faculty member Richard Rothaus. Want to learn more about the findings of that dig? Check it out at:
https://repository.stcloudstate.edu/hist_facwp/1/

2.

University Archives has a variety of material available in the Repository, including all commencement programs that date back to the
first graduating class in 1871: https://repository.stcloudstate.edu/commpro/

3.

Campus unit annual reports are published. Check out the School of Public Affairs annual reports:
https://repository.stcloudstate.edu/sopa_annuals/

4.

Want to see what’s been happening in Gerontology since 2005? Check out the newsletters:
https://repository.stcloudstate.edu/gero_newsletter/

5.

Another significant Archives collection includes all of the course catalogs dating back to 1869 –
undergraduate/general, graduate, and summer. They can be found at:
https://repository.stcloudstate.edu/coursecat/

MOST DOWNLOADED ITEM:
Types of Homework and Their …ffect on Student Achievement
by Tammi A. Minke
Teacher Development thesis uploaded in August 2017 and downloaded 37,134 times.

https://repository.stcloudstate.edu/ed_etds/24/
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NEW MAIN PAGE FOR THE REPOSITORY @ ST. CLOUD STATE
THE MAIN PAGE WAS REFRESHED IN THE SUMMER OF 2021.

LINK: https://repository.stcloudstate.edu
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THE REPOSITORY STATISTICS
AUGUST 2011 THROUGH JUNE 2021
TOTAL OBJECTS POSTED:
3540

REACHED 230 COUNTRIES – TOP 10:

TOTAL OBJECT DOWNLOADS:
1,525,894

1. United States
2. Philippines
3. India
4. United Kingdom
5. Canada

TOTAL OBJECT DOWNLOADS
FROM JULY 2020 — JUNE 2021:
505,447

6. Australia

TOTAL AUDIO STREAMS:
182

7. Malaysia
8. China
9. Germany

TOTAL METADATA PAGE HITS:
201,956

10. Pakistan

INSTITUTION TYPES TO
USE THE REPOSITORY:

INSTITUTIONS TO
USE THE REPOSITORY:

(36,591 TOTAL)

1 Minnesota State Colleges and Universities
5%

3%

2 State of Minnesota
3 North Carolina Research Education Network

36%

4 Chowan University

53%

5 Georgia Department of Education
6

General Electric
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U.S. Department of Education

8

University of Missouri – MOREnet
Halliburton Company

Education

Government

9

Commercial

Organization

10 University of Minnesota
(INCLUDES ALL EDUCATION, COMMERCIAL,
GOVERNMENT AND OTHERS)
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THE REPOSITORY’S SIGNIFICANT REACH
KING BANAIAN – DEAN OF THE SCHOOL OF PUBLIC AFFAIRS
AND PROFESSOR OF ECONOMICS
I’d like to share an example of how I have experienced the power and potential of The Repository @
St. Cloud State for our faculty, students and the broader community. At the outset of The Repository
project, Keith Ewing asked if we could move departmental research papers to become part of The
Repository. Papers that eventually would land in academic journals – for example The Canadian Journal
of Economics or Applied Economics – would begin as working papers housed at The Repository, making
them available at no cost to all and allowing for earlier citations that would spread SCSU’s influence in
the competitive world of academic and scholarly publication. This was the beginning of a tremendous
new level of impact. The Repository has become a key component of our strategy in offering applied
research to community partners. Special studies on local tourism and the impact of plant closures
(Quad/Graphics in 2014, Electrolux in 2018) were stored for historical use. Quite simply, The
Repository has brought our work to a much broader audience and has brought strong recognition for
excellence to our department and to our university.
School of Public Affairs Research Institute: A strong collection comes from Economics, where much research has been done locally,
specifically St. Cloud Area Quarterly Business Reports. These reports date back to 1999: https://repository.stcloudstate.edu/scqbr/

“As much more than just a working paper warehouse, The Repository can
showcase scholarly and influential projects.” – King Banaian

FIRST PAPER UPLOADED – AUGUST 22, 2011

Macroeconomic Impact of the Financial Crisis on Armenia
by King Banaian

https://repository.stcloudstate.edu/econ_wps/1/
THE FIRST PAPER PUBLISHED BY A SCSU FACULTY MEMBER

Some …vidence on the Relationship Between Performance Related Pay
and the Shape of the …xperience-…arnings Profile
by Sarah Brown and John G. Sessions

https://repository.stcloudstate.edu/econ_seminars/1/
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THE REPOSITORY BROADENS OPPORTUNITIES
CLAUDIA TOMANY – ASSOCIATE PROVOST FOR RESEARCH AND
SPONSORED PROGRAMS AND DEAN OF GRADUATE STUDIES
The Repository @ St. Cloud State offers many precious opportunities for our faculty, staff, and students
engaged in knowledge production and creative activity of any kind. No matter what our research is
about – environmental data, local history, pedagogical or business practices, you name it - or what type
of data or documentation we are collecting, curating, or processing – text, data, images, film, voice
recordings - The Repository is a free and convenient way to store our materials. Equally importantly, it
is a convenient and completely free way to make our work available both to other researchers and the
public. The user numbers show that tens of thousands of people the world over have accessed materials
in our repository since we started it – a remarkable way for us to engage in an open and equitable
knowledge exchange and increase the impact of our work.

Examples of Student Scholarship:
Culminating projects:
Since Fall 2014, all St. Cloud State culminating projects (theses and dissertations) have been published in The Repository. Want to see them
all? Check them out at: https://repository.stcloudstate.edu/grad_etds/
What about those before 2014? University Archives has made available master’s thesis and field study abstracts, dating from 1951 to 2001.
See them at: https://repository.stcloudstate.edu/mta/
ESL for Academic Purposes:
Other student scholarship in The Repository includes capstone projects for English as a Second Language. Want to learn English through
K-Pop (Korean popular music) and the group BTS? Check this out by student Shinjung Kim:
https://repository.stcloudstate.edu/ma_tesol/6/
Huskies Showcase:
Proceeding, abstracts, and some winning projects by student competing in the Huskies Showcase are available in The Repository:
https://repository.stcloudstate.edu/scsu_huskiesshowcase/
SCSU Journal of Student Scholarship (JOSS)
Established in fall 2020, JOSS spotlights SCSU and system-wide student scholarship: https://repository.stcloudstate.edu/joss/
Linguistic Portfolios
This journal showcases the best of student research in linguistics at St. Cloud State. Published since 2012, articles have been downloaded
113,014 times:
https://repository.stcloudstate.edu/stcloud_ling/

“I do appreciate that it is in the IR and that it’s been downloaded so many times.
I hope that it brings some new and interesting information to those who read it.”
Jennifer Norman Gurske, M.S. in Cultural Resources Management Archaeology, whose 2013 Anthropology thesis,
Analyzing the …ffects of Tree Throw on the Wendt Archaeological Site, has 612 downloads since 2015:

https://repository.stcloudstate.edu/crm_etds/2/
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WELCOME TO THE NEW REPOSITORY
TOM STEMAN – UNIVERSITY ARCHIVIST / REPOSITORY MANAGER
Still true today, the initial continuing goal of The Repository @ St. Cloud State is to provide a
permanent freely open-access home for the creative output of our university’s students, faculty, staff, and
alumni, as well as key administrative and historical works. The Repository provides the space at SCSU
to promote interdisciplinary research, maximize the impact of research, and support local, regional,
and global development and interests. In these first 10 years, The Repository grew in leaps and bounds
– researchers found us quickly. That use continues to grow as The Repository adds relevant content for
scholars to access around the globe.
Since I became manager of The Repository, much work has been done to make it easier to use,
including the redesign of the main page, creation of better workflows and online submission, increased
technical support, and published collection development guidelines. This will ensure the continuity and
success of The Repository.
Special thanks to librarians Keith Ewing, Mary O’Dea, and Rachel Wexelbaum for managing The Repository in its first 10 years. In
addition, thank you to former University Library deans Kristi Tornquist and Ruth Zietlow and former Provost Devinder Malhotra. More
thanks to current Library Dean Rhonda Huisman and Provost Dan Gregory for their support of this significant resource. A special thanks
to Library Systems and Discovery Specialist Ed Warga for his technical support, as well as to bepress consultant Constance McEntee. Much
appreciation also to all faculty, staff, students, and alumni who support and have contributed scholarship to The Repository @ St. Cloud.

“I can say I always find it fun and interesting to see where it’s been downloaded
and marvel at the thought that someone halfway around the world or even just
outside the Midwest saw something of interest in it. It is nice to know that after
all the work I put into creating it, it’s getting use and not just sitting on a shelf
never to be seen again.”
Krista Lewis, M.A. in Public History, whose 2012 thesis
Art Acknowledged and Disregarded: Art and Its National Context at St. Cloud State University,
has been downloaded 901 times since 2015:

https://repository.stcloudstate.edu/hist_etds/1/
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HIGHLIGHTS OF REPOSITORY ACCOMPLISHMENTS
MAY 2020 THROUGH JUNE 2021
•

All objects in The Repository can now be discovered in the LibSearch function
on the University Library’s homepage. LibSearch searches through all databases
subscribed by SCSU as well as books and other media held in the library

•

The Repository had its 1 millionth and 1.5 millionth download

•

SCSU Journal of Student Scholarship (JOSS) was successfully launched. It highlights
undergraduate scholarship at St. Cloud State and in the Minnesota State system

•

Redesign and reorganization of The Repository homepage

•

Name change from “TheRepository” to “The Repository @ St. Cloud State”

•

Development of core documents to ensure stability and continuity for the future
– collection development guidelines and new FAQ detailing purpose, logistics,
technology, and copyright

•

Submission process reviewed, revised, and placed online

•

1407 objects added. This included high-value material from University Archives,
such as commencement programs, master’s theses and field studies abstracts,
course catalogs, student publications and newspapers, alumni directories, as well as
culminating projects, Analysis of Gambling Behavior, ESL for Academic Purposes,
Linguistic Portfolios, and Huskies Showcase

•

New collections included Gerontology program newsletters, St. Cloud Area
Quarterly Business Reports podcasts, Minnesota Housing Reports, and St. Cloud
Metro Area Visitor Profile Study

LOOKING AHEAD TO 2021/2022
•

Reintroduce The Repository @ St. Cloud State to the campus community through
workshops, individual and departmental meetings, as well as social media

•

Solicit materials from the campus community, especially faculty scholarship to
support the Teacher-Scholars concept from the It’s Time plan

•

Monitor new submission process and adjust and improve as needed

•

Continue to upload high-value historical material from University Archives,
including multi-page publications and image galleries.

•

Refine mediated deposit process and educate creators to upload material to The
Repository

S P E C IAL T HAN K S TO M AR SHA SHOE M AKE R , AD AM SE VER,
A ND ALL IN VOLVE D IN T HE DE SIGN , C R E AT ION , AND
DI S TR IBU T ION OF T HIS R E P OR T.
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